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JJJJeremiah Maloney, O.C.D.S.eremiah Maloney, O.C.D.S.eremiah Maloney, O.C.D.S.eremiah Maloney, O.C.D.S.    

Entered Eternal RestEntered Eternal RestEntered Eternal RestEntered Eternal Rest    

September 6, 201September 6, 201September 6, 201September 6, 2018888    

EEEEternal rest, grant unto him O Lordternal rest, grant unto him O Lordternal rest, grant unto him O Lordternal rest, grant unto him O Lord    

AAAAnd nd nd nd let perpetual light shine upon him.let perpetual light shine upon him.let perpetual light shine upon him.let perpetual light shine upon him.    

    

May he restMay he restMay he restMay he rest    in peace.  Amen.in peace.  Amen.in peace.  Amen.in peace.  Amen.    
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A Time for Carmel 
By Chris Lee 

 

“Come, let us go for our people.” 
 

The world is in the midst of a great storm.  This storm is spreading a 
fury of confusion, division, anger, doubt and chaos.  Unfortunately, 
this is no less the case in our Church, especially the Church in the 
U.S.  Because we live in this time our experience would tell us that 
this is the worst of times.  That never has it been as bad as it is in our 
present day.  Humanity has never had to endure such diabolical 
strife in its history.  Maybe these are the worst of times, I can’t really 
judge.  Then I think of the quote above, “come, let us go for our 
people.”  These are the last known words of St. Theresa Benedicta of 
the Cross to her sister Rosa…on their way to the death camps. 
 

Is our day any worse than it was for our spiritual father St. Elijah?  
When, as a prophet of the Lord, he was called upon to warn King 
Ahab and implore his repentance in an effort to save the people of 
Israel.  In this effort, St. Elijah seemingly failed.  Ahab never listened. 
 

Our Holy mother St. Theresa of Jesus and our Holy father St. John of the Cross also did no less.  In their efforts to 
reform Carmel – amidst the confusion, doubt, division and chaos of Luther’s reformation – they persevered in 
prayer amongst much suffering and persecution, even persecution from within the Church and the order.  Yet here 
again, in their time, it may have seemed such a woefully failed effort. 
 

Another storm arose in the late 18th century as a result of the French Revolution, a product of the so called 
Enlightenment Period.  Resultant of this was a hysterical anti-clericalism.  During the Reign of Terror that ensued, 
16 members of the Carmel of Compiegne, France, 11 Discalced nuns, three lay sisters and two externs (today called 
O.C.D.S), offered themselves as victims to God for the restoration of peace to France and the Church.  They went to 
the guillotine on July 17, 1794 singing the Veni Creator Spiritus, after renewing their religious vows.  Ten days later 
the Reign of Terror ended. 
 

How could I omit the holocaust joyfully offered by St. Therese of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face?  Indeed, while 
St. Therese may have been at the forefront, I submit that her whole family, St. Therese, Sts. Zelie and Louis, and all 
of the Martin children (including those who died young or never made it from the womb alive) participated in this 
special sacrifice of merciful Love.  This sacrifice was paid at a time when much healing was needed within the 
Church from the heresy of Jansenism. 
 

To be a Christian means to accept the charism of suffering.  Did not our Lord teach his disciples, and us, that? “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it (Mt 16:24-25).”  The current storm is nothing 
new.  Indeed, I believe a great winnowing is taking place within the Church.   
 

This charism of suffering, second only to our charism of 
prayer, is very dear to the Order of Discalced Carmelites.  
This second charism is what our dear sister St. Theresa 
Benedicta termed the “science of the cross.”  Carmel is a 
depository of sacrifice and suffering in the abyss of the 
merciful love of the cross which, when needed, the 
Church and the world draw against during particular 
time of need.  While there will be one, or a few, persons 
leading the way, all who are part of Carmel participate in 
paying the “widow’s mite.” 
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Despite the seeming unending fury rising in the world today we do not despair.  Instead, in our sadness and 
anguish for our neighbor we are most joyful.  We know that in the midst of this storm that it is a time of great love.  
We are certain of His merciful Love and of the ocean of graces that abound that will overcome this raging tempest. 
Reflecting on St. Theresa Benedicta of the Cross, her sister Rosa, and all the others who have paid the price I am 
reminded of the immense grace our Lord has poured out on Carmel.  As we know we may live in the world but we 
are not part of it.  Indeed, in our calling to Carmel we strive to live only in our Lord Jesus Christ.  For like St. Paul, 
“(we) consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us (Rom 
8:18). 
 

In this newest time of confusion, division, doubt and chaos in the Church and the world another payment is due.  I 
have faith that another great saint, as yet to be revealed, is currently persevering against this raging tempest and 
who will make a down payment against that debt.  The rest of us in Carmel will also contribute what we can 
through prayer and fasting.  No matter how little, for in our weaknesses and poverty we rejoice.  We so look 
forward to our failures, just as our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ “failed” on the Cross.  And so, let us all take up the call 
of our dear sister, Theresa Benedicta, and, “go for our people,” the mystical body.  Let us all immerse ourselves in 
the merciful love that is the science of the cross. 
 

Here Come the Protagonists of the Church’s 

Act 3, and It’s Exhilarating 
By Tom Hoopes, Aug 27, 2018 

 

This is God's hour. Will we respond? 
 

The Church, at least from where we’re sitting, is in trouble. 
Bad trouble. But has the hero come in the nick of time? 
 

As the year 2000 approached, lay people heard the message, 
loud and clear, from Pope John Paul II in Denver: “At this stage 
of history, the liberating message of the Gospel of Life has 
been put into your hands, and the mission of proclaiming it to 
the ends of the earth is now passing to your generation.” 
 

The Catechism said the same thing: “Lay believers are in the 
front line of Church life … permeating social, political, and 
economic realities with the demands of Christian doctrine and 
life.” 
 

Then, as the new Millennium dawned, John Paul told us over and over again, in the words of Catherine of Siena, “If 
you are what you should be, you will set the world ablaze.” 
 

The hour of the laity was upon us. We were ready to take on the world. 
 

But then the scandals hit. 
 

By all rights, this should have been the final clarion call. With our bishops and priests hampered, the job of 
advancing the kingdom was ours more than ever. It was a flight or flee moment. Many fled. 
 

Now comes Act Three. 
 

We’re all familiar with heroes who come in the nick of time. It is ingrained in the three-act structure of our movies: 
In Act One, the hero does hard things, triumphantly. In Act Two, the hero gets a little soft and a little lost, and starts 
to forget who he is. In Act Three, troubles overwhelm the hero; he is a goner for sure — until his spirit awakes and 
he battles back, at the last minute, but just in time. 
 

In its third millennium, the Church desperately needs a strong Act Three. 
 

You could oversimplify the history of the Church like this: 
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In Act One, the first millennium, the Church emerged from the 
catacombs to conquer the Roman Empire, then carry forward 
the light of Western Civilization as the Empire fell. 
 

In Act Two, the second millennium, the trouble started. First 
came the Great Schism, then the Protestant Reformations — 
and then the West, the cradle of the Church, descended into 
disbelief. Now, scandals, scientism and secularism seem 
poised to defeat the Church altogether. 
 

So it is that now, in the third millennium — Act Three — the 
Church seems as doomed as Tom Cruise does when there are 
20 minutes left in a Mission: Impossible movie. 
 

In Hollywood, this would be when salvation arrives. Now is 
the time for Luke to trust the Force, Cinderella to meet her 
Fairy Godmother, and Katniss Everdeen to get the medicine 
and win the crowd. 
 

And, right on cue, the Church has been discovering what 

she had all along but never used to the full: The laity. 
 

It started in a trickle with Frank Duff and Michael McGivney and Dorothy Day, and flowered in Vatican II’s 
Universal Call to Holiness. It continued after the council with Solidarity, World Youth Days, Catholic identity 
colleges, Scott Hahn and the Catholic apologetics revival. 
 

The laity was alive and focused as the new Millennium began. If this were a movie, the moment would be 
exhilarating. We would think “This’ll be great. Watch the laity get out of this one!” 
 

But this is real life, so we might not feel so exhilarated. In real life, we fear, when Catholic people give up and forget 
who they are, they get owned by the secular culture and then they’re done. 
 

But we need to remember where we get this expectation of victory when all is bleak.  It comes from God. 
 

God is the king of Act Three. He loves to wait until all earthly hope is gone, and then win. 
 

The Israelites in Egypt weren’t just enslaved by the Egyptians: they were utterly defeated. They had forgotten their 
identity, their calling, and their God. Then God sent Moses. 
 

The first Christians didn’t just abandon Christ at the crucifixion, they abandoned the Christian project, walking 
away disillusioned from apparent failure. Then Christ rose. 
 

Following the type of the martyr, the Church has snatched every one of its major victories from the jaws of defeat. 
Our creed emerged from Christological heresies, our schools were born in the “Dark Ages,” Our Lady of Guadalupe 
showed up in the ruins of the post-Reformation Church. 
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There is no doubt the same thing can happen today. If we make the right choice. 
 

We can, of course, make the wrong choice. We Christian laypeople in the West can give in to exhaustion, 
demoralized by declining numbers and horrific scandals, and hand over the gains our forbears won. 
 

God can handle that too. He is already raising up faithful sons and daughters in Africa, India, China and South 
America. The Church will do just fine without us. 
 

But we can make another choice. We can take seriously that this is our hour. 
 

I predict not only that we will make the second choice, but that we have already begun to. 
 

This moment doesn’t just come after years of decline. It also comes after years of a renewed laity — laity that 
graduated from schools like Benedictine College and Franciscan University, a laity who grew up in exciting youth 
apostolates, a laity that goes to Eucharistic adoration, prays the rosary and queues up for frequent confession. 
 

A protest movement bigger than the Civil Rights movement has been going strong for years, right under the noses 
of a world that refuses to acknowledge it: Life chains across the country each October; and hundreds of Marches for 
Life stretching across the country between the two enormous ones in Washington, D.C., and San Francisco. 
 

Our numbers are large, our faith is strong and we follow Jesus Christ himself. 
 

This is no moment to retreat. Too many people have worked too hard to leave us with exactly the resources we 
need to rise to the challenge. 
 

(Source: https://aleteia.org/2018/08/27/here-come-the-protagonists-of-the-churchs-act-3-and-its-exhilarating/) 

 
Minutes from our August, 2018 Meeting by Betty Souza, 

O.C.D.S.: 
 
We gathered together for our meeting while Taize chants played in the 
background.  Ida made some announcements before Joyce Brooks presided 
over Morning Prayer.  Fr. Rohan presided over Mass and led our Spiritual 
Direction.  Ida welcomed our guests before Charlotte Hope led us in Lectio 
Divina.  After Lectio, we tried a new way of lining up for our Brunch: the line 
started at the food table and extended out into the hallway so that there 
would be less congestion in our meeting room.   
 

Betty Souza shared The Prayer of St. Francis to open our business meeting:  
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.   
Where there is hatred, let me sow your Love: 
Where there is injury, pardon;  
where there is doubt, faith;  
where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light;   
where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
To be understood as to understand;  
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive;  
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
It is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 

We received the following notes of appreciation for our celebration of the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and our Twentieth Anniversary of Canonical Establishment:  

- From the Cheyenne Wyoming Group. “It was a family reunion.  We felt so loved.” 
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- From the Grand Junction Community, ”We think we should try to get all the local communities together 
once a year for a day.’   

- From the Colorado Springs Community, a Spiritual Bouquet: 4 Masses at Holy Apostles Catholic Church, 
October 1st at 8:00 am;  October 15th at 6:20 am; November 1st at 8:00 am; and December 14th at 8:00 
am.  All Masses will be offered by Fr. Jim Baron. Also included were 4 Adorations of the Blessed 
Sacrament, 4 Rosaries and 4 Chaplets of Divine Mercy. 

 

Heartfelt Gratitude to: 
- Faye O’Brien, Adrienne Coleman and Jill Dant for the superlative coordination of our brunch buffet, and 

to all who assisted them and provided the delectable food selections for the delight of our guests. 
 

- David Stratman, Sean Hudson and Chris Lee for their service at Mass;  
 

- Marie Ray and Charmie Kirby and the choir for their musical leadership;  
 

- Mary Ho, and Suzie and Chance Record for assembling our Worship Aids. 
 

- David Stratman for a magnificent trip down memory lane, the slide show; 
 

- Pat Bonds for her skillful design and production of our Remembrance Booklet on Carol Lesica’s prayer 
line. You may choose to read it or print it at your convenience.  If you would like to order a copy of the 
deluxe edition, the cost is $12.00 prepaid to Pat. 

 

If you did not receive a commemorative holy card, see Ida. There are still a few available. 
 

A New Foundation?  Having dealt with past 
events in the history of the Denver Community 
of the Holy Spirit we turn our thoughts and 
prayers to the future of our Community.  We 
are able to announce today that with the 
permission and blessing of our Provincial 
Delegate, Fr. Juan Elias Medina, O.C.D. we will 
begin making a new O.C.D.S. foundation in 
December of this year.  Consult our Provincial 
Statutes, Sec. XXII: page 78 for details.  This 
process involves intensive planning on the 
part of the Council and participation 
throughout the Community.  Please have 
patience as we move prayerfully through the 
steps required for making a new group. We 
will keep you informed of our progress. 
 

Our Community Website:  Char Feldkamp, our 
new web mistress, introduced our website for 
the O.C.D.S. Community of the Holy Spirit.  Our 
website welcomes anyone discerning the call 
to join our Community and provides resources 
to our members, including prayers and 
novenas, formation information, Carmelite 
Saints and a variety of links to other websites.  

This is just the first phase with bigger plans to provide news events, expand Prayers and Saint’s pages, and much 
more.  Visit the website at https://ocdsdenverco.com. 
 

Annual Retreat:  Adrienne Coleman, our retreat registrar, reminded us that ALL paperwork needs to be done prior 
to the end of August, including fees paid.  Dolores Rael Tapia, our retreat co-ordinator, reminded us to bring snacks 
if we need/want them.  Coffee and tea will be available. 
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Book Ministry: There will be no book ministry in September. Texts for Formation Study Groups will be available for 
sale for one hour before our annual retreat begins.  No other books will be available for purchase on the retreat. 
 

Raffle Tickets: Margaret Lo will sell Raffle Tickets to benefit our 2019 Provincial Congress.  See Margaret following 
the Salve Regina. Proceeds from the Raffle significantly lower the cost of Congress registration for everyone. 
Individual tickets are $5.00 each. A book of 5 tickets is $20.00. First Prize is $1,500; 2nd Prize is $1,000; and 3rd 
prize is $500.  The prizes will be awarded on November 10th in Alhambra, California. 
 

Vocations Apostolate: Co-ordinator Mary Ho shared information with us about changes to the Apostolate. She said 
the information will also be in an email announcement. 
 

This was Chris Martinez’s last meeting with us. She is moving to California and has already found a new 
Community.  She and her husband have a grandchild due soon and they want to be available to help. St. John of the 
Cross says, “Hardly does he take, but that he gives again.” Chris’s mother, Linda Flores, is planning to become an 
aspirant in November. 
 

Today in Loveland, Colorado, Archbishop Aquila and his staff called 5,000 persons together to commission them 
for the enormous task of evangelization in the Archdiocese of Denver.  During this month, let us pray that they will 
be blessed with every gift necessary to announce the “Good News” of God’s love and mercy wherever the message 
is needed. Our representatives are Jill Dant, Chris Lee and Sean Lynch.  Shirley McDermott and Kathy Reliford also 
attended and represented their parishes. 
 
Refreshments in September:  Kathleen Miller is the co-ordinator. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Betty Souza, O.C.D.S. 
 

Homily – Memorial of St. Clare 

By Fr. Rohan Miranda, O.C.D. 
Hab 1:12 - 2:4; Ps 9:8-13; Mt 17:14-20  
 
Today we celebrate the memorial of St. Clare who understood God’s purpose and plan in her life and followed him 
with true faith and truth and made her life a blessing to others. 
 

To understand the first reading of today we need to have a look at the first part of the 1st chapter of Habakkuk. We 
have the prophet complaining to God, “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you: 

‘Violence!’ and you will not save?” (v. 2). The prophet is looking at the wickedness of the people of Judah, the 
violence and the injustice that was prevalent in the land. Then he asks God to do something about it, but God 
doesn’t seem to answer at all. At this point of time the prophet feels that God doesn’t care.  
 

So he complains. At this God answers the prophet and tells him that he is going to send the Chaldeans to teach a 
lesson to the people of Judah, (v. 6). Listening to this again the prophet is unhappy, and tells God that he is not fair. 
According to him, no doubt the people of Judah are wicked, violent and unjust, but Chaldeans are worse. Therefore, 
how can God choose them to teach a lesson to the Israelites while they themselves must be warned first? Is the 
prophet right in saying that God does not care, that he is not fair? Many of us fall into the category of the prophet. 
 

When we see injustice and selfishness around, we question, ‘Does God care at all?’ Then, when he acts, but in 
unexpected ways, we say that he is not fair. What we need to understand is that God cares and he is always fair. It 
is we who are limited with our thinking and understanding. God knows the past, the present and the future; we 
can’t even be sure of tomorrow. He has planned everything accordingly and does what’s best. On our part, we need 
to be patient and praise God for the wonderful days of our life. It is all his design. 
 

You will never forsake those who seek you  
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Spiritual Direction – What will you live for? What 

is the deepest desire of your life? 

By Fr. Rohan Miranda, O.C.D. 
 

Living the rest of your life for the glory of God will require a change 
in your priorities, your schedule, your relationships, and 
everything else. It will sometimes mean choosing a difficult path 
instead of an easy one. Even Jesus struggled with this. Knowing he 
was about to be crucified, he cried out: “My soul has become 
troubled; and what shall I say, ‘father, save me from this hour?’ But 
for this purpose I came to this hour, father, glorify Thy name.” John 
12:27-28 

 

Jesus stood at a junction in the road. Would he fulfill his purpose and bring glory to God, or would he shrink back 
and live a comfortable, self-centered life? 
 

You and I face the same choice. Will you live for your own goals, comfort, and pleasure, or will you live the rest of 
your life for God’s glory, knowing that he has promised eternal rewards? The bible says “Anyone who holds on to 
life just as it is destroyed that life. But if you let it go,… you’ll have it forever, real and eternal.”  
 
It’s time to settle this issue. Who are you going to live for – yourself or God?  
 

You may hesitate, wondering whether you will have strength to live for God. Don’t worry. God will give you what 
you need if you will just make the choice to live for him.  
 

Our entire life is compared to three letters….B---C---D. 
 

The Bible says “everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has been miraculously given to us by getting to 
know, personally and intimately, the one who invited us to God.” 
 

Today, right now, God is inviting you to live for his glory by fulfilling the purposes he made you for. It’s really the 
only way to live. Everything else is just existing.  
 

Real life begins by committing yourself completely to Jesus Christ. If you are not sure you have done this, all you 
need to do is receive and believe. The Bible promises, “to all receive him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God.”  
 

Will you accept God’s offer? 
 

First, Believe. Believe God loves you and made you for his purposes. Believe you are not an accident. Believe you 
were made to last forever.  
 

Believe God has chosen you to have a relationship with Jesus, who died on the cross for all of us. Believe that no 
matter what you have done, God wants to forgive you through the church.  
 

Second, Receive. Receive Jesus into your life as your lord and savior. Receive his forgiveness for our redemption. 
Receive his spirit who will give you the power to fulfill your life purpose. The Bible says, “Whoever accepts and 
trusts the Son gets in on everything, life complete and forever!”  
 

You may feel that the only time God is pleased with you is when you are doing spiritual activities like reading the 
Bible, attending church, praying or sharing your faith. And you may think God is unconcerned about the other parts 
of your life. Actually, God enjoys watching every detail of your life, whether you are working, playing, resting, or 
eating. He does not miss a single move you make. 
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Every human activity, except sin, can be done for God’s pleasure if you do it with an attitude of praise. You can 
wash dishes, repair a machine, sell a product, write a computer program, grow a crop, and raise a family for the 

glory of God. Like a proud parents, God especially enjoys 
watching you use the talents and abilities he has given you.  
 

What God looks at is the attitude of your heart. This was Paul’s 
life goal: “more than anything else, however, we want to please 
him, whether in our home here or there.” 
 

True Example: auto-Rickshaw driver 
 

When you live in light of eternity, your focus changes from “How 
much pleasure am I getting out of life?” to “How much pleasure is 
God getting out of my life?” 
 

How do I please God? Not to change others but to change myself 
and inspire and empower others. Amen.   
 

 
 

Please include in your prayers the prayer requests made over the internet.  
 
 

 

 


